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House Speaker Jim Wright (D-Tex.) said on Sept. 20 that "we have received clear testimony
from CIA people" that the agency has attempted to provoke the Nicaraguan government into
taking repressive measures that would undermine support for the government. (See also CAU
09/21/88.) In response to a question about his private statements to Nicaraguan contra leaders
last week, he said he told them that "I didn't think it was proper for our government to provoke a
riot or antagonize officials into foolish overreactions. I said we should be encouraging the peace
process, not disrupting it." Following a violent demonstration July 10 in the town of Nandaime, the
Nicaraguan government expelled US Ambassador Richard Melton and seven other US diplomats,
charging that the Reagan administration was engaged in a campaign to destabilize the government
in Managua. Melton has denied that US officials were behind the July 10 demonstration. Wright said
he did not know whether US officials instigated the rally, but said "we have received clear testimony
from CIA people that they have deliberately done things to provoke an overreaction on the part of
the government in Nicaragua." (Basic data from Washington Post, 09/21/88)
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